-‘India must revisit climate plan’

»Continued fromP 1

™ arboncaptureandstor-
age (CCS)isatechnolo-
_4 gythatcan capturecar-
bon dioxide emitted during
electricity generation and
store it underground to pre-
vent this greenhouse gas
(GHG) from entering the at-
mosphere. The technology,
however, hasn’t been perfect
edyet.

Since CCS is not yet fully
developed, the report calls for
cutting GHG emissions by
40%-70% by 2050from the 2010
level and to near-zero by 2100
to keep global warming below
2degree Celsiusby the turn of
the century.

“There is a range of op-

Scientists widely
accept that if the world
cannot keep
temperature rise to
below 2 degree Celsius,
it will face disasters

tions we brought out,” said R
K Pachauri, “which include
reducingand doingaway with
deforestation, reduction in
emissions of GHGs from fos-
sil fuels and a movement to-
wards more renewable sourc-
es of energy So I think we
need to look at a whole menu
of these options and start im-
plementing them effectively;
and hopefully, we will also de-

velop CCS and bio-energy op-
tions, as we have spelled out
very clearly”.

The synthesis report, re-
leased by UN secretary-gener-
al Ban Ki-Moon along with,
many climate experts, includ-
ing Pachauri, reiterated what
IPCC had said in its three pre-
vious working group reports
in the past 13 months. It said
the impacts of climate change
have already been felt in re-
cent decades in all continents
and across oceans. In his ad-
vice to the government, Pa-
chauri said: “India has a na-
tional action plan on climate

.change that, I think, will need’

to be revisited...” Scientists

widely accept thatif the world

cannot keep temperature rise

to below 2 degree Celsius, it
will facedisasterslikeasharp -
rise extreme weather events,
sea level rise, melting of gla-
ciers and consequent food cri-
sisand human conflicts.

“It is technically feasible

“to tran51t10n to a low-carbon

economy”, said Youba Soko-
na, co- chaar of the IPCC third
working group.The synthesis
report says thatalthough esti-
mates of mitigation costs var-
y, global economic growth
would not be strongly hit by
these investments. In busi-
ness-as-usual scenarios, con-
sumption grows by 1.6% to3%
per year over the 21st century.
Ambitious mitigation would
reduce consumption by just
about0.06%, the IPCC notes.



